
What is the CRRSA Act? 

Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act 
(CRRSA) Act, 2021) requires the U.S. Department of Education, to reserve 1% 
of the $82 billion appropriated for the Education Stabilization Fund for the 
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER II Fund).

The ESSER II Fund is based on the proportion that each State received under 
Title I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) 
in the most recent fiscal year. ESEA Section 1122 calculates State or local 
allocations for any other program administered by the Secretary, including 
the ESSER II Fund. Therefore, to determine the ESSER II Fund allocations, the 
Department used the fiscal year 2020 State shares of Title I, Part A allocations 
without the application of the hold harmless provisions in ESEA section 1122.

CRRSA Act Funding Breakdown for Education

Of the $900 billion-dollar CRRSA Act funding, $82 billion-dollars is reserved 
for the Education Stabilization Fund.  This fund is then divided to provide 
initial relief to states and districts facing education challenges stemming from the coronavirus. 

The $54 billion Elementary & Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER II) Fund.  States must allocate 90% of the funding to 
districts, including charter schools. Districts have flexibility on how to target the funds they receive, including how and which schools are 
funded. States have flexibility on how to target the 10% of funding they retain.1

The $4.0 billion Governor’s Emergency Education Relief (GEER II) Fund.  States will receive funds based on a combination of both 
school-age population and rates of poverty, and governors have wide discretion over use of these funds to support K-12 or higher 
education.2

The CRRSA Act (ESSER II) — 

Funding Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) 
Improvements in K-12 Schools

Guidelines for Using CRRSA Act Funding

The CRRSA Act requires that the payments 
from the Coronavirus Relief Fund only be used 
to cover the same expenses that have been 
covered by the ESSER Fund (CARES Act).

The “additional” local education agencies  
(LEAs) allowable uses of funds under the 
CRRSA Act (addressing learning loss, preparing 
schools for reopening, and testing, repairing, 
and upgrading projects to improve air quality in 
school buildings) are already permitted under 
the CARES Act.

More info: https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/01/
Final_ESSERII_Factsheet_1.5.21.pdf
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Elementary & Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER)

The Coronavirus Response and Relief 
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2021 (CRRSA), 
passed on Dec. 27, 2020, provided $54.3 billion 
in supplemental ESSER funding, known as the 
ESSER II fund.1

States receive funds based on the same proportion 
that each state receives under the Elementary 
& Secondary Education Act (ESEA) Title I-A. 
States must distribute at least 90% of funds to 
local education agencies (LEAs) based on their 
proportional share of ESEA Title I-A funds. States 
have the option to reserve 10% of the allocation 
for emergency needs as determined by the state 
to address issues responding to the COVID-19 
pandemic.2

Click on a state to download the state guidance to 
LEAs. 

The CARES Act ESSER Tracker can be viewed 
here.

1, 2 CARES Act Elementary & Secondary School Emergency 
Relief Fund Tracker, NCSL.  https://www.ncsl.org/ncsl-in-dc/
standing-committees/education/cares-act-elementary-and-
secondary-school-emergency-relief-fund-tracker.aspx

increased
VENTILATION

Bringing in more fresh outside 
air to replace indoor air can help 
reduce airborne contaminants.

FILTRATION

The higher the MERV rating, 
the more efficient the filter. 
ASHRAE recommends MERV 
13 or higher for K-12 schools 
whenever possible.

UV LAMPS/
IONIZATION

UV lights not only kill 
pathogens—they keep coils 
clean, which reduces pressure 
drop and enables the installation 
of more sophisticated air filters. 

relative
HUMIDITY

Keeping indoor humidity within 
the ASHRAE 55 suggested 
range (40% and 60%) can 
minimize the effects of bacteria 
and certain allergens.

Four Ways to Improve Indoor Air Quality

1 2 3 4

Carrier can help you evaluate—and if necessary upgrade—four essential aspects of your school’s current HVAC system to make sure it delivers a high 
level of indoor air quality (IAQ) to support key wellness initiatives.
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Carrier OptiClean™
Dual-Mode Air Scrubber & Negative Air Machine

► Rapid deployment—just roll it in and plug the cord 
into any outlet

► High-efficiency HEPA air filtration— 99.97% efficient 
long-life HEPA filter inactivates particles trapped on 
the filter as small as 0.3 microns 

► Portable, flexible, and easy to reconfigure—
ideal when requirements can change quickly and 
unpredictably; it moves easily from room to room, and 
can be operated vertically or horizontally

► Supplements your existing system—quickly reduces 
airborne particles without replacing or modifying your 
installed HVAC equipment

► Easy to specify—for example, to get 6 air changes 
per hour in a room with a 10’ ceiling, you’ll need 1 CFM 
of scrubbing for every ft2 of floor space 

► Choose from two sizes—600 and 1500 CFM

For more information, visit carrier.com/opticlean

OptiClean™ in the Media

► Northern California School District 
Installs 1,500 Carrier OptiClean Units to 
Support Healthier Indoor Environments

► TIME Names Carrier’s OptiClean™ a 
Best Invention of 2020

► Southern California School District to 
Install 3,700 Carrier OptiClean™ Units 
to Help Improve Indoor Air Quality for 
Students, Teachers and Staff 

► Alvord Unified School District to Install 
1,500 Carrier OptiClean™ Units to Help 
Improve Indoor Air Quality as Schools 
Prepare to Reopen

► Carrier Launches Higher-Capacity 
OptiClean™ Air Scrubber for Healthier 
Indoor Air Quality in K-12 Schools

► New Carrier OptiClean™ Negative 
Air Machine to Help Hospitals Support 
Airborne Infectious Isolation Rooms

improve

Nothing in this publication intended as legal or tax advice. Please consult your professional advisors.

https://www.ncsl.org/ncsl-in-dc/standing-committees/education/cares-act-elementary-and-secondary-school-emergency-relief-fund-tracker.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/ncsl-in-dc/standing-committees/education/cares-act-elementary-and-secondary-school-emergency-relief-fund-tracker.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/ncsl-in-dc/standing-committees/education/cares-act-elementary-and-secondary-school-emergency-relief-fund-tracker.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/ncsl-in-dc/standing-committees/education/cares-act-elementary-and-secondary-school-emergency-relief-fund-tracker.aspx
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19861/urlt/ESSERGEERWebinar.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-Policy/communications/Documents/GaDOE%20CARES%20Act%20FAQ%205.4.20.pdf
https://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/esser-funding-information/cares-act-funding-categories/
https://files.nc.gov/dpi/documents/fbs/cares-act-overview-04242020.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/administrators/superintendents_memos/2020/110-20d.docx
https://wvde.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/CARESAct-Summary-v4.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/covid19/boardops/caresact.shtml
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2019-20/CARES_Act_Summary.pdf?la=en/
https://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/COVID19/RIDE_COVID_19_CARES_Act_FAQ.pdf?ver=2020-06-04-104308-223
http://www.doe.mass.edu/grants/2021/113/
https://mailchi.mp/maine/cu5lemq6y0-1321452
https://www.education.nh.gov/who-we-are/division-of-learner-support/bureau-of-instructional-support/cares-act-funding
https://education.vermont.gov/sites/aoe/files/documents/edu-federal-education-funding-planning-guidance-for-leas.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/funding/cares-act/attachment-i-cares-act-faq.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/messages/Pages/May4.aspx
https://www.nj.gov/education/covid19/boardops/caresact.shtml
https://ccip.ode.state.oh.us/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=84192
https://msachieves.mdek12.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Coronavirus-Aid-Relief-and-Economic-Security-Act-MDE-Recommendations-for-District-Expenditures-.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/grants/cares-act-uses.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/ESSER%20Guidance%20MC_final_tkt.pdf
https://eplan.tn.gov/documentlibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=1582896&inline=true
https://www.alsde.edu/COVID19%20Updates/ALSDE-CARES-FAQ-2020.pdf
https://msachieves.mdek12.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Coronavirus-Aid-Relief-and-Economic-Security-Act-MDE-Recommendations-for-District-Expenditures-.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/strong-start-2020-louisiana%27s-plan.pdf?sfvrsn=9479b1f_4
http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/divisions/public-school-accountability/federal-programs/cares-act
https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/ffm-Fiscal-Guidance-for-CARES-Act.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/CARES-Act-District-Info-3-31-20.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/CARES-Act-District-Info-3-31-20.pdf
https://educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/COVID-19K12CARESActSummary4-10-20.pdf
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/DSE/Health/COVID19/CARES/MDE032837
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/sites/www/files/documents/Covid-19/ESSER%20LEA%20Use%20of%20Funds.pdf
https://doe.sd.gov/coronavirus/documents/ERF-FactSheet.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/COVID-19-CARES-Act-Funding-and-Expense-Reimbursement-FAQ.pdf
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/FAQS%20FOR%20PUBLIC%20SCHOOLS%20-%20COVID-19.pdf
https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/ECSETS/Announcements/ESSER-Webinar-20200504.pptx
https://cdn.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/CaresActQandAFinance6122020.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/COVID-19/ESSER%20Guidance%20Document%205-14-2020_.pdf?ver=2020-05-14-151849-457
https://1ddlxtt2jowkvs672myo6z14-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/ESSER.pdf
http://www.cde.state.co.us/caresact/relieffund
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/CARES-Act-memo-ESSER-Funds-2020-05-14-Final.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/cares/files/2020/05/ESSER-Fund-Guidance-for-FY20-Title-I-A-LEAs.pdf
https://schools.utah.gov/file/022eb52f-e1ec-427c-98e2-25cb145f0962
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/coronavirus/federal-programs/CARES-Act-ESEA-Federal-Programs-4-13-2020.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WAOSPI/2020/06/17/file_attachments/1475877/OSPI%20Priorities%20for%20ESSER%20Funds.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WAOSPI/2020/06/17/file_attachments/1475877/OSPI%20Priorities%20for%20ESSER%20Funds.pdf
http://www.doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/home/Docs/COVID-19FAQTitleProgram.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/cr/caresact.asp
https://education.alaska.gov/news/COVID-19/caresact/Updated%20GEERF_ESSERF_FAQ_5-21-2020.pdf
http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/DOE%20Forms/budget/HIDOE-CARES-Act-ESSER-Funds.pdf
https://www.carrier.com/commercial/en/us/products/airside/air-handlers/fn1aaf/
https://www.carrier.com/commercial/en/us/news/news-article/northern-california-school-district-installs-1500-carrier-opticlean-units-to-support-healthier-indoor-environments.html
https://www.carrier.com/commercial/en/us/news/news-article/northern-california-school-district-installs-1500-carrier-opticlean-units-to-support-healthier-indoor-environments.html
https://www.carrier.com/commercial/en/us/news/news-article/northern-california-school-district-installs-1500-carrier-opticlean-units-to-support-healthier-indoor-environments.html
https://time.com/collection/best-inventions-2020/5911389/carrier-opticlean/
https://time.com/collection/best-inventions-2020/5911389/carrier-opticlean/
https://www.carrier.com/carrier/en/worldwide/news/news-article/southern_california_school_district_to_install_3700_carrier_opticlean_units_to_help_improve_indoor_air_quality_for_students__teachers_and_staff.html?location=de
https://www.carrier.com/carrier/en/worldwide/news/news-article/southern_california_school_district_to_install_3700_carrier_opticlean_units_to_help_improve_indoor_air_quality_for_students__teachers_and_staff.html?location=de
https://www.carrier.com/carrier/en/worldwide/news/news-article/southern_california_school_district_to_install_3700_carrier_opticlean_units_to_help_improve_indoor_air_quality_for_students__teachers_and_staff.html?location=de
https://www.carrier.com/carrier/en/worldwide/news/news-article/southern_california_school_district_to_install_3700_carrier_opticlean_units_to_help_improve_indoor_air_quality_for_students__teachers_and_staff.html?location=de
https://www.carrier.com/commercial/en/us/news/news-article/alvord_unified_school_district_to_install_1500_carrier_opticlean_units_to_help_improve_indoor_air_quality_as_schools_prepare_to_reopen.html
https://www.carrier.com/commercial/en/us/news/news-article/alvord_unified_school_district_to_install_1500_carrier_opticlean_units_to_help_improve_indoor_air_quality_as_schools_prepare_to_reopen.html
https://www.carrier.com/commercial/en/us/news/news-article/alvord_unified_school_district_to_install_1500_carrier_opticlean_units_to_help_improve_indoor_air_quality_as_schools_prepare_to_reopen.html
https://www.carrier.com/commercial/en/us/news/news-article/alvord_unified_school_district_to_install_1500_carrier_opticlean_units_to_help_improve_indoor_air_quality_as_schools_prepare_to_reopen.html
https://www.carrier.com/commercial/en/us/news/news-article/carrier_launches_higher_capacity_opticlean_air_scrubber_for_healthy_indoor_air_quality_in_k_12_schools.html
https://www.carrier.com/commercial/en/us/news/news-article/carrier_launches_higher_capacity_opticlean_air_scrubber_for_healthy_indoor_air_quality_in_k_12_schools.html
https://www.carrier.com/commercial/en/us/news/news-article/carrier_launches_higher_capacity_opticlean_air_scrubber_for_healthy_indoor_air_quality_in_k_12_schools.html
https://www.carrier.com/commercial/en/us/news/news-article/new_carrier_opticlean_negative_air_machine_help_hospitals_slow_spread_covid_19.html
https://www.carrier.com/commercial/en/us/news/news-article/new_carrier_opticlean_negative_air_machine_help_hospitals_slow_spread_covid_19.html

